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PMC Canada, UK PMC  & 
PubMed Central 
Why PubMed Central  Canada? 
• Question: How do we strengthen PMC 
Canada?  
– How can it be unique? 
– Users perspectives about this online archival 
repository of published, peer-reviewed health 
and life sciences research publications 
• UK PMC & PubMed Central: Guides 
Timelines: PMC, UK PMC, PMCC 
2000 2002 2001 2003 2004 2006 2005 2008 2007 2011 2010 2009 
PubMed Central NIH (Voluntary) 
UKPMC - 
Classic 
NIH 
(Mandatory) 
PMCC 
UK PMC 
(current) 
Cancer Research, UK 
CIHR Wellcome Trust 
British Heart Foundation,  
Arthritis Research Campaign 
National Institute of Health Research, UK 
PMCC 
(officially) 
Launched 28th April 2010 

CIHR Policy on Open Access to Research 
Compliance to CIHR Policy on OA 
Know your Journal! 
- Is the journal open access? DOAJ, PMC 
Journal list 
- Does the journal permit archiving? See 
SHERPA/RoMEO database 
--------------------------------- 
- Notify publisher of CIHR policy 
- Amend agreement and retain rights 
Publish in an OA Journal 
- Fees are an eligible 
expense 
Deposit in Open 
Access Archive 
- PMCC 
- Institutional Repository 
Address Copyright  
(e.g. CARL Author 
Addendum) 
http://pubmedcentralcanada.ca/docs/PMCC_tutorial_ppt.pdf  
Journal List: CIHR Policy Compliance 
http://pubmedcentralcanada.ca/pmcc/journals/ 
Promoting PMC Canada launch at YUL 
CIHR funding & York 
University 
CIHR publications: York University 


YU Papers in PubMed Central (2008-2012): CIHR funding 
YU Papers in PubMed Central (2008-2012): CIHR funding 
York University Chart: CIHR 
15% 
26% 
21% 
14% 
CIHR publications: PubMed, PMC 
UK PMC 
PMC 
Canada 
PubMed  
(20225 citations: CIHR) 
PubMed Central  
[3051 papers 
acknowledge CIHR 
funding in PMC (15.08%)] 
27th May 2012 
US PMC 
Launched in 2000 
NIH Public Access Policy: 75% 
Compliance rates NIH: PMC  
UK PubMed Central 
Launched in 2007 
UKPMC + User Guide PMC Canada User Guide 
Limiting to articles generated 
from  grant-funding bodies: UK 
PubMed Central 


Differences at Article Level: 
PMC Canada (PMCC), PMC & 
UK PMC 
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Some concerns with PMC Canada 
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http://pubmedcentralcanada.ca/redirect3.cgi?&&reftype=authsrch&refto=entrez&reffrom=sidebar&article-id=1698273&issue-
id=73785&journal-id=1025& 
FROM=Article|Navigation&TO=Entrez|PubMed|Author%20Search&rendering-type=normal&& 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?cmd=search&db=PubMed&holding=capmc&term=%20Grace%2BSL[auth]  
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Faculty Survey: PMC Canada 
• Survey done April 2012 
• Number of faculty who completed the 
survey: 42 
• Completed by faculty who had CIHR 
grants post 2008 and also those without 
CIHR funding 
– 21% of them had received CIHR funding 
• Faculty from 10 Departments/Schools 
 

Survey Questions 
Where is your article available? 
Who deposited your article? 
PMCC Features: Important /Not Important 
Feature PMC Canada UK PubMed 
Central  
York Faculty 
Responses 
Important/V.Imp 
Export to citation 
management program 
thru’ publishers’ 
platform 
RIS format for 
every article 
Very Imp./Imp. 
89% 
Ease of depositing 
articles 
Yes – make 
guide/tutorial  
more visible 
User guide on 
depositing articles 
– open to all 
Very Imp./Imp. 
93% 
Links to patent 
databases 
No Yes Not Imp. 
81.5% 
Faceted searching -
Ability to locate similar 
articles 
No Yes Very Imp/Imp 
93% 
Clarity about journal 
deposit policies & 
policy on OA 
Make it more 
upfront 
Yes – one of the 
tabs 
Very Imp. 
90% 
User Guide Webinar on 
PMCC- Guide 
make it more 
visible  
PDF Guide – 
detailed with 
screenshots  
V.Imp./Imp. 
69% 
Feature PMC Canada UK PubMed 
Central  
York Faculty 
Responses 
Important/V.I
mp 
Times cited No – some 
publishers provide 
data 
Yes V.Imp./Imp. 
89.5% 
No. of downloads No No Vimp/Imp. 
68% 
Limit to Syst. Reviews No Yes, meta-
analysis, RCTs, 
Clin. Trials 
V.Imp./Imp. 
72% 
Searching for author 
manuscript 
Limits from PMC Easier  Very Imp./Imp. 
90% 
Ability to limit to 
NSERC, SSHRC 
papers 
No Other funders – 
through Grant 
Lookup tool 
Not Imp. 
70.4% 
search genetic 
information related to 
the article 
No Yes 50 (Yes) - 50 
(No) 
OA Journals and publisher deposit policies 
Academic Librarians: PMC Canada 
PMC Canada: Last used 
Do we need PMC Canada? 
Is  the re  a  ne e d  fo r a  Ca na d ia n life  sc ie nce  re p o s ito ry  l ike  PMC Ca na d a  o r is  PMC US 
suffic ie nt fo r yo ur ne e d s?
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PMC Canada is
required
PubMed Central US is
sufficient
Both are required Not sure Doubtful
What do the results tell us? 
• Bare basics of an archival life sciences 
repository then value difficulty to prove 
– Not sure why we need another repository 
• Librarians & Research Officers will need to 
explain the value of this repository 
– Scholarly communication & promotion 
activities 
• Extend study to other universities 
– Those receiving major CIHR funding 
PMC Canada: Road Ahead 
• Improve user-friendliness of site 
• Develop tools for researchers e.g. export 
citations, fund agencies limiters 
• Expand PMC Canada content to non-
CIHR funded health researchers? 
• Increase publisher bulk deposits 
• Evaluation and Impact Analysis: 
Citations? Collaborations? Downloads 
References  
• UK PMC: a full text article resource for life 
sciences 
• UK PubMed Central (UK PMC) 
• UK PubMed Central: becoming the 
information resource of choice for the UK’s 
life sciences research community 
• Enabling Exploratory Search in UK PMC 
Thank you & Questions! 
